Bulletin 2001-11-20: Converting old datasets to version 8

I thought that I would pass on a hint I just received from Teresa Newsome.  While SAS version 8 seems to be able to read 6.12 datasets alright, older datasets, such as version 6.04 are more easily converted to version 8 datasets.  The following code will do this.  For this example, the older datasets are in my h:\sas\working directory and the new ones I want to create/copy will be stored in h:\sas\temp.

libname old v6 'h:\sas\working';

libname new v8 'h:\sas\temp';


Proc copy in=old out=new;


run;

Note that the engine v6 works for versions 6.08 through 6.12 datasets.  For the older datasets, you would need to use V604 as the engine instead of v6.  The following is a list of engines from the SAS online manual:

engine-name is one of the following library engines supported under Windows: 

  V8 accesses Version 8, Release 8.1, and Release 8.2 data sets. 

    You can use the nickname BASE for this engine. 

  V7 accesses Version 7 data sets. 

  V6 accesses Release 6.08 through Release 6.12 data sets. 

  V612 accesses Release 6.12 data sets. 

  V611 accesses Release 6.11 data sets. 

  V610 accesses Release 6.10 data sets. 

  V609 accesses Release 6.09 data sets. 

  V608 accesses Release 6.08 data sets. 

  V604 accesses Release 6.03 and Release 6.04 data sets. 

  XML generates an XML document from a SAS data set. 

  XPORT accesses transport format files. 

  BMDP accesses BMDP data files. 

  OSIRIS accesses OSIRIS data files. 

  SPSS accesses SPSS system files. 
Also, note that the new version 8 datasets have a new extension: sas7bdat instead of the old sd2.  

I think that older datasets could be directly accessed without being copied if the engine is included in the libname statement, 

  e.g.libname old v604 'h:\sas\working';
Please let me know if you have any additional hints about this.  I plan to post this at the SAS Help bulletin board. 
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